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Abstract
In a recent column in the UK newspaper the Guardian, William Farish, U.S. ambassador
to UK, stated that “Europe's continued blocking of GM imports is illegal, unjustified and
founded on ignorance”.
When analyzing decision-making under circumstances of contested scientific evidence,
social scientists have adopted a different meaning of the word ‘ignorance’, distinguishing
it epistemologically from other categories such as ‘risk’ and ‘uncertainty’. This public
lecture examines the extent to which Austria’s decisions on transgenic Bt maize products
have, in contrast to those of most other EU Member states, acknowledged this third
category - ‘ignorance’ - by highlighting the inability of contemporary molecular biology
and environmental science to predict long-term impacts on complex ecosystems.
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