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Abstract 

The BSE crisis that erupted in March 1996, and the BSE policy saga of which it is a key moment, 

highlighted many of the serious shortcomings in the ways in which science-based risk governance 

has been managed in the UK and the EU. This paper will provide an analysis of the key lessons of 

the BSE saga and crisis, and locate them in the context of theoretical analysis of the ways in which 

science and policy-making can and do interact. It will argue that while some lessons have been 

learnt, they have mainly been the easy lessons, while many of the more difficult lessons remain to 

be appreciated by public policy-makers and by their expert advisory bodies. 
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