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Abstract

Science and security through international cooperation: Europe in a globalising world

The 21st century is characterised by increasing global interdependency and global insecurity
brought about by a combination of certain impacts of the networked political economy and the

"collision of civilizations". Insecurity emerges as much from societal changes related to scientific
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and technological developments as to new types of vulnerabilities to human aggression. This
lecture identifies some of the principal threats to European security and analyses how science and
technology can be enlisted to promote genuine security within and beyond European borders. The
emphasis is on international cooperation and policies designed to address both human and

technological aspects of sustainable development.

The proposals outlined in this lecture derive from European Union experience of security building
strategies based on cooperation, including in research, while critically appraising more recent
moves towards the Europeanisation of more traditional approaches to maintaining security
associated with the nation state, such as military capacity and border control. The argument is
made that such traditional approaches are increasingly irrelevantin an age in which the mobility of
people, ideas, trade in both goods and services, finance, and production have made territorial

defense superfluous.

The greatest insecurities facing European society now derive less from external threats from hostile
nations than from the byproducts of modernism: a “risk society” in which industrial environmental
hazards, the vagaries of the labour market and the impacts of the information age threaten health,
employment security, privacy and community, often in indirect and insidious ways. Security is also
threatened by the “internalisation of colonialism”. Pluralistic societies have developed in Europe
through patterns of migration, in which “conflicts” arise locally from different economic, social and

religious realities of people living in close proximity.

Globalisation processes and interdependencies have extended the geographical basis for “a destiny
henceforward shared” that was the impetus behind the establishment of the European Community
half a century ago. European security now depends upon extending the regime it has itself so
effectively applied internally to cooperation with external partners, including forms of S&T
cooperation that have been demonstrably successful in building prosperity and harmony within the

European Union.



