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Abstract 

Gene Technology and World Poverty 

While the conventional uses of biotechnology are widely accepted in food production, the use of the 

genetically modified organisms (GMOs) have become the target of a very intensive ethical debate. 

One theme of this discussion has been the use of GMOs in developing countries in order to produce 

more food. 

According to common wisdom, the world population continues to grow and will reach nearly 10 

billion by the year 2050. The shortage of food increases the need to enhance agricultural 

production. Those who support GMO food production point out that genetic engineering has the 

potential to increase production and productivity in agriculture. The idea is that there are not any 

real alternatives. Cultivable land is already being utilised effectively in many of the overpopulated 

regions. When marginal sites are turned to agricultural land, drought or erosion rapidly degrade the 

soil until cultivation is no longer possible. Crop cultivation is also threatened by urbanisation and 

other building activities, chemical pollution, supposed climate warming, desertification and 

diminished water resources that are consequences of cultivation practices and overgrazing. 

In my presentation I will discuss the assumptions behind this reasoning, concentrating mainly on 

reasons of poverty in developing countries. 

 


