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Abstract 

Resetting the biological clock? The discursive construction of 'late motherhood' 

In my PhD project, social discourses about late motherhood, late fatherhood and late pregnancy 

are being explored. It is a qualitative study aiming to track the discourses about late parenthood in 

the media as well as in individuals’ narrations. The project includes aspects such as: presentation 

of and dealing with medical risks and prenatal testing, demographic change towards late 

parenthood, public discourses about new reproductive technologies, the social construction of late 

mothers’ characteristics and problems, discourses on late motherhood compared to late 

fatherhood, etc. With regard to the methods, several sources of data are combined. This includes a 

discourse analysis of selected media contents, analysis of an interview forum on late pregnancy, 

qualitative interviews with ‘late mothers’ and interpretation of demographic data. 
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